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FRENCH TREATY. 


T is juſtly obſerved by the Author of 
- the Pamphlet I am now conſidering, 


that In the whole realm there is not 
e one perſon of any age or ſex whom 
this Treaty does not deeply concern 
« and ſhould not ſenſibly intereſt.” 

And it is not only open and free for 
2 them to diſcuſs, but from the nature 
and degree of their intereſt in it, calls 
upon them to 2 and to decide 
5 . 2 


„ EE ES 1 5 
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upon its merits. Impreſſed with this 
idea, and of its being at the fame time 


ta ſubject which fell not within the 
< ſphere of ordinary acquirements, "the 
Authorof the View of the French Treaty 


| feems to have written. He faw how 
neceſſary it was on a ſubject ſo little 


underſtood, that the Public, in order to 
form a right judgement, ſhould r eceive 


every poſſible light and information; 


and poſſeſſed with juſt notions of the 
high and ſerious character of a public 


aud he ius addreſſes bis readers: . Lt 


in any inſtance in the courſe of the : 


_ * inveſtigation, ſiniſter views or par- 


ty objects are found to predominate 


2 in preference to national intereſt, 


and 


6 3 
and the public good---If any fact A | 
us argument that makes againſt his ſyſ- 
tem be willingly ſuppreſſed. or evad- 


ed, or any that favour it, be exagge - 


rated, or ſtretched beyond their due 


"ok © bearing, the writer forfeits, if convict- 5 
ed of theſe faults, all credit with his 
« readersfor the merit of every other 
part of the publication,” No pro- 
feſſion can be more fair or more can- 
did than this. Let us however exa- 
mine the work itſelf; in the progreſs 
of whieh, I ſhall for the ſake of perſpi- 
cuity, obſerve as much method as the 
nature of the ſubject will admit; and 
7 dwelling on the diſcuſſion of thoſe prin- 


cipal points only, which more directly BY 
kad to the dicaſion of the main qual 


5 7 a | * 8 : . 


( 6 * 

Lon, « « Whether the tendenty of the ts 
28 7 | Commerce with France be, good or 
mile. preſerve all poſſible brevity. + 


> The following are the principal poſi- ; 


Mc tions which the arguments in the pam- 5 


phlet are brought to maintain, and 
upon which the Author of it reſts his 
| concluſive opinion, that the Treaty of 
Commerce with France, © muſt, if eſta- 
te bliſhed by an act of the Legiſlature, 


« infallibly work the deſtruction of this 5 


cc empire.” & 


That an advantageous trading inter- 


| courſe with France is imprafticable..- 


* FF 


„ 
try. we. opening this ;atercourſe with 
France Will promote the . tranſi. 


: tion AN. ours. 


I 6 a 0 wh 2 


That there i 1s danger, by the. opera- 
tion of this Treaty, not only to the 
nufactures in which we do not 3 
but to thoſe in which our ſu periarity 
is e 2 CNY un 
nt ee BB (1651 t 2M 19. 20h 
 Thati it is injurious ir the extreme,” 
to the intereſt of. England, to admit 
the ſtaple commodities of F rance ae 


. 


= the t terms of the Treaty. 

That the e Treaty. e meld aud 
al the Proviſion. « of the Hovering and 
other Ace, and theroþy celiyers the re- 


venue 


an A 


qc) 


venue and fair trade of this country 
to the merry of the fnpgglers. 


125 the 8 with Fra rance will 


in its conſequences decreaſe our navi- 


And laſt, — 


tions on the whole, condemns the prin- 


ciples of the Treaty as unwiſe and im- 
Politic, and its tendency as deſtruftive 


19 the intereſts of n 4 


THE don. « That e = 
trading intercourſe with France is im- 
practicable,“ our Author reſts upon the 

+ SR failure of two ſimilar 


[nw To 


t 9: ) | 
8 erperiments made towards the end of 
the laſt century. It would be a fufl- 
cient refutation, if 1 proved the- fallacy 
of this argument, by ſnewing that the 
different ſituation of this country at 
| preſent with an export of fifteen mils; 
| lons—and That in the laſt century wi 
an export only of two millions, annot 
be brought as caſes fo ſimilar in all their 
leading circumſtances, as to afford pre- 


cedents ſtrong enough in Point to au- f 
 thorize: ſuch an aſſertion; , But it Will 
ſuit my purpoſe of brevity better, and 
equally ſatisfy my readers, to demon- „ 
irate that the general trade and navi-, 


gation of England from 1663 to 1688, . 


comprehending a period of twenty- | 


five years, during which, time the i inter- 5 


courſe with France Was open, (except Ws 


n 3 = 


. Erge Sn Rer ene 
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r 
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the laſt ien years of! Charles the se- 


cond) had inereaſed; and not diminiſhed. 
To this end 1 ſhall briefly ſtate; 1 
the average amount of goods exported 
from England to all the world, more 
than was neceſſary for her own con- f 
ſumption, for the years 1663 and 1669, 
was 2,043, o46l.; for che tranſportation 


of Which 95,266 tons of Britin and 
47,634 tons of foreign ſhips were then 


employed. The amount of exports in 
1688 was 4,086,0871.; and of Engliſh 
veſſels 190,533 tons. Of foreign 9 5,257 
tons. From wWhence it 1s evident, that 
the general trade and navigation of this 


7 N — doubled k between the 


£F * 


years 


„See page 207 in the · Effirnaits of the Comparative 


Strength of Great Britain, during the four preceding 


Reigns ; and of the Loſſes of her Trade from every War 
ſince the Revolution. New modelled and continued to 


- 3765. By . CHALMERS. P 


wears 166g and 42688. Indeed all che 
writers of any eminence upon the tate 25 
and progreſs of the commerce of this ; 
7 kingdom concur in opinion, that the 
riod betwicenthe nne and Re- ” 


ti is true, however, that tlie balance ob 
khe French trade at that time was againſt 
ie amount of a 1 5 
| alſo true, war's Sir "TI o by 


us to 


40 + pond from senen, | 
© wards of 800, oon 4 phich cle, 5 
r T0 demand for the con onſump- | : 
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tion | of | thoſe manufatures, ariſing 


from their infant ſtate at: that time in 


England. conſtituted four-fifths of he 
balance; to Which. if the rool gol 
; more for paper, which was in te ame 


ament, be added |, the reader will be 


able to judge how far in the'preſent ſtate | 
of Pe pune conn __— : 
can be dran 


balance iu na575, api neg in 
teteourſe with France 1 in 1 


The Author of: ihe 


| proveteds to:ſhew, by the hiſtory of our 


By the danger undet ts Treaty, 
0f that! manufacture 
1 — Fee ö to LED 2 
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lowed, himſelf to be more, diffuſe 0 = 
on any other; 1 ſhall therefarg' collect as | 
: wy as 2 his s varigys opinions, and 
"| them together, ſubmit to the 
3 ae, of. the reader, how far they 
g9 to proye his poſition, on at * apply 5 
to the n . 
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2 %, us ; and it appears that our exports _ 


5 to 


K 14 ) 3 
« to thoſe countries have diminiſhed an- 


8 ce nually, upon an average of twenty years . 


" preceding 1760, aboverhree millions.” 


| Now let us ſee what out Author fays 


muß 


Page 51, * How 


further upon this] poin 


comes the manufactures to have ſur- 7. 
Elvived the loſs of ſuch markets ED "be 
himſelf ers wi? to the * 


5 of che moſt incredulous: nnd Ourex- 


« ports during the laſt thirty years to 
LY Ireland, to the Eaſt-Indies, to the 


1 Weſt-Indies, to America, to Africa, 
have increaſed more than double, in 


* ſome more than treble.” He does not 


E 
2 extraordinary increaſe ha 
£4 nay, has advanced the woollen 1 manu- 
| « facture. 80 that my: 


8 li 


id. lers, when 


- : I F * 4 0 1 ry : 


„ 156 * 
they conſider, «that beſides. this increaſe - . 
of our export, ; which has alo ie been 
ſufficient to advance the woollen ma- 


nu acture, „the home market alſo, has 


more hw all contributed. to its ſal- 
« vation,“ they will not entertain a | 
4 inful idea of the ſtate of the -woollen 
manufacture. And indeed it appears, by 
an account furniſhed by the manufactu- 
rers in 178 5, tothe Committee of Privy- | 
Council, that the annual exports of the 


woollens of Yorkſhire alone, amounted 


t0:2,371,9421. which is more than was 
ex ported from thewhole kingdom, even at 
the Revolution Speaking afterwards of 
the importance of the home trade, p. 5 9 
he ſtates it to be © the opinion of the moſt 
intelligent praſons, that it is ten times 
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immediately afterwards declares, that 


1 


= e generally, than 


«/ all the foreign trade put together; and 


< this augmentation of our home trade, 


more than redeems and repays all our 


 loſſes' by foreign countries.” What 


then is the reſult of our Author's obſer- 


vations ?—Theſe acknowledged traths; 
hat we have changed the courſe o 
our commerce, not becauſe the French 


4 trade was prohibited, but becauſe it is 
the nature of traffick to ſeek out and 


purſue thoſe channels which bring 
home the / greateſt profits---That we 
have gained by our increaſed commerce 
20 Ireland, the Eaſt and Wet Indies, 
Africa, and America, infinitely more 


than we have loſt by: its decreaſe 


= 


1 1 14 yd 
the ce 28 


| d that our manu- | 


to ſupply the home market to the a- 
mount of ſix times more than all our ex 
ports which are ſtated at fifteen mil- 


Hions. Theſe indeed are glorious truths, 


and unqueſtionably prove the high ſtate 
of proſperity to which the trade and 
manufactures of Great Britain are arriv- 


ed. But hov/ does this imply a deſtrue- I 


tive tendeney in che Treaty, which opens 
a new channel of commerce, and offers 
> freſh market for our commodities — 
There i is indeed one ſpetious argument, 


and the only one I can diſcern on the 
ſubject of woollens ; and that i 18 drawn = 


; . the deen, ſtate of the trade i in 
5 „„ e 
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FSpaniſ Wool: But pending the nego- 


ciation of the Treaty of Commerce with 


Spain, wherein undoubtedly this import- 
ant point will be properly adjuſted, the 
| 4 ks ap be uſeleſs... 


11 therefore halten to coats the = 
gularity; of our Author' S Introduction to 


a body of evidence, which he lays down f 
28 unqueſtionable authority to impel the 


public conviction, that all the manufac- 5 


a tures of Great Britain, as. well thoſe in 
which we excel, as thoſe in which we flo 


not, are in a ſtate of the moſt i imminent 
dangerfromthisTreaty. Itis thus; p.1 3 : 


4 80 many intereſts are involved in the 


« treaty negociated by Mr. Eden, that 


« its merits never . fairly be decided 5 


« by 


„ ». 
* « by' the judgment of any e ; 
<«. ſet of manufacturers; Z and the great- 
_ « eſt caution, if not the utmoſt 1 2 


3 cion, 1s obviouſly neceſſary; in 


% againſt the opinions of any men who 
e are likely to be intereſted i in its eſtab- = 
«ON liſhment. 5 Again, in che next page 5 
« And manufacturers as well as mer⸗ 

a chants having ſometimes aggrandized 
<< themſelves and families by a Com- 
« merce, which at the ſame time im- 

3 poveriſhed and deſtroyed their coun- 

— Wy try. eo Againſt this, the moſt 
4 catching influence to which the hu- 


9 man mind is liable, we muſt be upon Rs 


our guard, as we know that the pub- 


. lic welfare is ſeldom in the eye of 85 


.« buſine ls preferred to private * 


2 „„ © oo ment; 


0 20 % 
9 ment: 7 And he adde. Too much 
F doubt and diffidence cannot exiſt upon | 
« ſucha ſubject. 75 Again, —- page 16— 
Great, however, as their (the body of 
« Britiſh manufacturers) worth is, and 
conſummate as may be their ingenuity 
and ſkill, the hazard is eyident, of be- 
« ing governed ina buſineſs of this ſort 
by the opinions of thoſe among them, ; 
0 who have at preſent a certain and ſi ig⸗ 
9 nal ſuperiority in any flouriſhing 
4 manufacture that is popular in 
8 * France,---Indecd i in an exact propor- 
1 tion to the magnitude and extenſion 
« of their probable benefits by it, would L 
be theit difficulty and diſability from : 
bh giving a free, unhiaſſed judgment : 
4% upon its ne merits.” 


a_ 


Wo. F: 9 
The e from all which is 
; a chis: That the Author produces 


tom which is derived all the force of his 
argument, Aa ſeries of evidence given by 0 


men copfelledly intereſted, and whom 
every one, as he aſſerts, ought therefore | 
to credit with caution ; nay that their 
opinions mould neceſſarily þe 1 ſuſpected. 
when given upon a queſtion which i in 15 
its deciſion will moſt OY 2 5 
em. a TR 


| Notwithfanding me Wilen ie 
dently aware of the weakneſs of this 


ground, and ſeems conſcious that themer- 


chants and manufacturers will feel the ” 
OOTY of theſe general reflections, he 


N 20 
does not care to quit it; but n 5 
himſelf thus: . 16.) © We excel all 
Wh. the world 'in pottery, for inſtance. 
Mr. Wedgwood is a gentleman of 
E * extraordinary abilities as a manufac- 
- #-turer, and acknowledged probity as a 
man; but would even Mr. Wedg- 

« wood be exactly the beſt of all poſſi- 
+ ble authorities upon the merits of a 
. Treaty, the immediate advantages of 
« which to himſelf are clear, certain, 
5 0 and undoubted —_ and, that as the 
« direct ſale of his branch may be in- 


48 * creaſed by this Treaty, be is leſs quali- Fs 
&< fied than any other even of theſo 


« dealers: from giving an uninfluence ct 


= opinion upon this ſubject. 2 Yet theſe 
7 obſervations a are * 00 "independently | 


| cc of | 


6 


8 of his general character and unqueſe- 


1 <,,tionable. Integrity as a man, No.] 


the attempt to propogate a notion; that 
to conſtitute a perſon's good character 
as a man, one ſor 


1 t of veracity and in- 
tegrity is required, but that his charac- 
ter. as a merchant or manufacturer de- 
mands only an inferior ſpecies of truth 
and honeſty, is at leaſt novel; and af- 
fords another ſpecimen of thoſe incon- = 
| ſiſtencies, which ſo f requently, occur in 


the work. under conſideration. It is not 


_ neceſſary to urge more on this ſubject; 


though i it would not be difficult to new, 3 


chat admitting the weight of the opi- 
nion of che manufacturers in its fulleſt 
extent in reſpect to Ireland, it is not 
in any degree applicable to France nor 


ever 


N * 
ever tan be, until the — of 6 con- 


5 _— 5 n and relation 


müde s by Ireland. And . our 
Author ſeems to entertain ſome appre- 
henſions chat this opinion will be ſup- 
ported by the judgements of the manu- 
facturers themſelves; and therefore to 
remove any impreſſion Which they 
may make, he does not heſitate to de- 
clare, that more credit is to be given to 


| thoſe who may apprehend i injury, than | 


PSS. 


to thoſe who hope for benefit: Upon 


this declaration is made, let the reader | 
decide; for it is certainly as fair to 

preſume that the hope of Private be- 
nefit would be an equal inducement 


what ground of candour or 4 juſtice 


025 5 
q to enaggelate the general advantages of 
a public meaſure, as the apprehenſions 3 


3 particular injury would be to n its 1 
8 
Another Hinge upon which the Au- 
thor's poſition turns, 18 the difference 
in the price of labour in France and 
in England. Although this difference 
were {till greater than it is, yet has the 
Treaty nothing to do with it. It is true; 


the low price of labour i is an advantage 
m manufacture, but then it affords no 
tem ptation to artiſans to emigrate: And 


as the price of labour is always regu- 

lated by the degree of demand for it, if 
the demand increaſes, which muſt hap- 
| mou _ the - eſtabliſhment of: Now, <a 


AA ˙˙ r,ttl. LE ES — _ 


_ - * 
wine Wi 1 


ha 


upon the variety of arguments which 
with ſo much ingenuity have been urged, 


I will obſerve once for all, however, 


to prove the price of labour and even 


he priee of the material, are always deci- 
five to the eſtabliſhment and ſuperiority 


doy—Knowlege—Theſe in the foul ; 
| the vital principle of manufactures. 


All other circumſtances, however bene- 


ficial they may be when put in motion, > 


and invigorated by hos are without. 
; , them, 


ag, A 
chem, inanimate and uſeleſs. Cheap- 85 
neſs 8 of labour, and of the material, 


are advantages which moſt other coun- * 


tries have poſſeſſed i in a greater degree 
than England: But where have Credit, 190 
Capital, and Knowledge reſided? There, 
and there only, where liberty, a mild 
185 and free government, a juſt and equal 

execution of law, that great ground of 1 
confidence and ſecurity of property, has "a 
| bred, nouriſhed, and ſupported them 
1 When theſe advantages of 2 country, 
| theſe heaven-deſcended bleſſings, ſhall 
ceaſe to create national character, to 


Dy produce wealth and animate ſcience; 


3 When monarchy ſhall ſacrifice its arbi- 

5 trary principles to the happineſs of its 
ſuhjects, and the perſons and properties 
FT | Da of 


. 
of the people depen 2 longer upon 3 
the will of the monarch; then, and 
then only need Old England fear a di- 


reption of her manu factures by the arts 


or ſeluctione of F rance, 


After what has been ſaid with reſpect 
to che influence of the price of labour 
on manufactu res, and the obſervations 

I found myſelf obliged to make upon 
the ſtreſs, which our Author is of 
pinion, ought to be laid upon the 
judgement of manufacturers, I have 
| little occaſion to enter upon the caſes 0 
of the particular articles of manufac- 
ture he mentions. U pon glaſs, indeed, 
he has been imperfectly informed: There = 
can be no e in aſcertaining 


a n. 7 


4 


2 . duty upon ah impor- 


ration of that commodity from France. L 


On the articles of our India muſlins 
and callicoes, which with ſo much con- 


I fidenice } 18 aſſerted, will go to the French 7 


market free of duty, and conſequently 
meet our fabrics with an advantage of 5 
pf twelve per cent. I have. only to ob- 
ſerve, the Author i is not accurately in- 
formed on this ſubject. All India muſ⸗ 5 
Uns, and ſome ſorts of callicoes, mil 
carry with them a duty of eight per | 

cent. other callicoes not ſo much. But 
the Treaty, it is clear, does not inter- 

fere with the import or export of fo- 
reign commodities. The French, how- 
7; Fes Ay juſtly lament the ſituation i in 
this 
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0 30 bY 
this ak pect, to which that Author pro» , 
poſes to reduce them ; who objects not 
only to their being ſupplied with theſe 
articles at our ſales, but by our factories 


in Bengal, and even by the neighbour- 


ing Eaſt India Companies in Europe. 


g * 


The propriety of admitting under re- 


| duced duties---the ſtaple: commodities 
of France into this country, is certainly 


an important queſtion fairly ariſing out 
of the Treaty. Ta the argument, how 


| ever, deduced by our Author from the 
"OY compariſon of the probable conſump- 


tion of Portugal and French wines, 
againſt the policy of lowering the duty 
of thoſe of France, the an ſwer ſeems 


ſhort ; that it is altogether immaterial | 


„„ 


1 31) 

to. 0. public De who 3 is Paid for 

the wines; there can be no difference 
in ths reſpect between that and any 

other article which. we import front 
5 foreign countries, to anſwer the des | 
mand of our conſumption. The pre- 
ference the public has to give is on 

the ſeore of cheapneſs only. This 

cheapneſs however, is not always con- 
ſtituted by the nominal price of an ar- 
ticle 3 becauſe the ſeller may give accom- 
: modations not immediately belonging to 
Y the ſubject of ſale, which! in the benefits 
to be derived therefrom to the purchaſer, 
may be fairly conſidered as equivalent | 
to an abatement of price. If this ſhould | 


eventually be. the caſe with Portugal, 
and ſhe ſhould be inclined to give ſuch 
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a decided preference to our datufac- 
tures, as to erect for them not only an : 
extenſive, but advantageous fale, her 


vines muſt fairly be conſidered as cheap- 
er to us, by ſo much as the advantage 1 
ſhe gave to our manufactures might be 
| eftimated-at. But on the other hand it 
is objected, that by this great reduction 
of duty, there is danger of wine becom- 


ing more generally uſed, and thereby 
leſſening the conſumption of our national 


liquors. I anfwer, that the p reſent - 
quantity of liquors drank in Great Bri= 


tam under the name of wine, is well 
known to be greater, to a degree ſcarcely 


ord ble, than the amount entered at 


the Cuſtom Houſe will warrant. 1 he 
787 therefore muſt be either ſmug- 
Ws. 


= 
$4] 
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gd, or brewed 1 e mate | a i 


Now, to meet theſe two evils, 
the moſt natural, as well as effectual 
remedy, is a reduction of the duties to | 
ſuch a point, as will at once deſtroy the | 
profits of the ſi ſmuggler: and | fraudulent 


4 b 
. 2 
5 #4 * : 


| brewer, without giving any temptation, * 


by the lowneſs of price, to increaſe the | 
5 conſumption; by whu h means, -the 
morals and honeſt indu try of Wen 
will be improyed, the revenue benefit · 
ed, and the healths of his Majoſy's 5 
Way n 


vw 4 75 n „ 1 
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The Writer of 4 PR has taken 

uphis oppoſition to the import of French : 
5 brandies upon reduced duties, Prinei- 5 
N upon the ground of the effect it 
39 JRC would 


£5 36 ) 
would neceſſarily have u pon 1 the 1 


5 of rum. The whole of what he preſſes - 

upon this point, is reducible to this; 5 
That a Committee of the Weſt India - 
Merchants and Planters, deputed by 
the general body to carry their ſenti- 
ments to the Miniſter, declared, that 
| on the footing brandy was put by the 

Treaty, they ſhould be content with a 
reduction of five pence per gallon upon 
rum ; and u pon a propoſition being 
made of lowering ſtill more the duties 
5 upon brandy, aſſerted, that the diffe- 
rence of one-third leſs duty on rum, 
would in all caſes protect them againſt . 
| the brandies of France, The Author, 
| who does not ſtate himſelf to have the 
leaſt perſonal concern in the queſtion, 


Rb takes 


. 
takes upon him to controvert, in poſi- 
dive terms, what thoſe alone, whoſe in- 
tereſt and buſineſs it was to be maſters 

- of it, aſſert. As the point in diſpute, 
| however, is not directly relevant to the | 
Treaty of Commerce, I ſhall leave it to be 
. ſettled by the parties between whom. 


it is at iſſue; and only obſerve, that 


there appears no ground to believe 2 


the conſumption of rum would be in- 


” creaſed to any conſiderable amount, 


it the reduction of duties was made to 


produce but a certain quantity, which at 
preſent equals the demand. I ſhall take 
-” my leave of this article without further ES 
notice of the illiberal language, which 
the Author 8 cauſeleſs warmih on this 
. ſubject 


( GI 
ſubject has diferaced his pen, * to 
lament the depravity of the human mind 
when once aban loned to the blind rage 
of party ſpirit. 5 


I am come now to inveſtigate the 
great queſtion, how far the Treaty will 
operate to increaſe ſmuggling. The 
Author of the pamphlet taking advan- 
tage of the popular cry, which the ſu- 
perficial reading of the T Teaty upon 
this ſubject has occaſioned, has with 
great art and addr ſs placed it in every 
light which can alarm and terrify the 
fair trader, and the well wither of his | 
country: for I hold it impoſſible that 
his acute underſtandin g could have 
miſtaken an axiom of the revenue upon | 


which 


„ 


4 which the arrangements of the Treaty 5s 


are ſo obviouſly founded, that prohibi- 
tions and. exorbitant duties are the fole 
10 cauſes of ſmuggling. That a ſyſtem of 
commercial regulation, prohibitin g ab- 
ſolutely, or by the means of extravagant : 
| duties, the admiſſion of commodities 
which are citherof general conſumption, 
or material in the courſe of trade, ſhould : 
have continued ſo long againſt the con- 
viction of univerſal experience in this 6 
* enlightened age, is in truth matter of 
more wonder, than that its abſurdity ; 


= ſhould be diſcovered and reformed.-- 


| What penalties, let meaſk, what puniſh- 


E ments can ingenuity contrive or ſeverity 6; 


inflict, ſufficient to deter or prevent 


4800 
profit overbalances the hazard ? Hu- 
man wiſdom ſeems to have been ex- 
_ hauſted in inventing laws for the pre- 
vention of ſmuggling in this country. 
| The public have ſpared no expence to 
maintain and reward officers without 
number, and have given them the aid of 
forces by ſea and land. Every nerve has 
been ſtrained, and the exertions of G- 
. vernment carried to the higheſt pitch yet 
is ſmuggling carried on with ſo high a 
hand, that above three million gallons of 


reign ſpirits, upon the beſt calculation, 85 


have been ſmuggled into Great Britain 
Within the year, although che legal 
importation fell ſhort of one million.--- 
The preſent dutics upon brandy amount 


. to above ſeven hundred * cent. upon 
le 


UF 
the firſt caſt of that article. Is it na 8 
ſible for the wit and vigilance of man 


to increaſe the hazard of a contraband ; 
trade, ſufficiently to overbalance the im- 


1 moderate profits to be obtained by the 


| ſmuggler under ſuch circumſtances ?--= _ 
I do not ſcruple to affirm, : there 8 
18 no effectual remedy to be found 


but in the reduction of duties. If 5 
to the authority of experience in this TE 


reſpect, there needed further argument 
to confirm a truth ſo evident, let it be 
7; drawn from the vaſt volumes of preven- 


tive laws, the fleets and armies (I may | 


call them) of revenue officers, the pre- 

ſent ſtate of ſmuggling, and the aſto- 

| niſhing ſucceſs of the late experiment ITY 

on tea, Theſe occupy ground of proof 
O22, 7 2%, ON 


„ 
chat no language can Sale, no 15 hiſs 
try can ſhake. True, fays that Au- 
| thor; but how will the revenue bear 
| this ſtem? 1 anſwer-— Well. Whats 16 
ever contributes to the increaſe of fair 
trade, 1 benifite the reve. 
nue. Of the article we are now cond 
5 n which naturally includes all 

foreign ſpirits, the conſumption of this 
kingdom i is eſtimated at about four mils 
lions of gallons, of which the legal 1 im. 4 : 
| portation does not ſupply quite one- 
| fourth part. Taking therefore the con- | 
| ſumption to remain as it is, and that by . 
1 lowering the duty to ſeven ſhillings b 
gallon ſmuggling would be ſupprelled, = 
the addition to the revenue would be 
i about nine hundred and 1 thouſand 4 
ey pounds 


0 4 * 
pounds per annum. But if it ſhould 
be thought neceſſary to reduce the duty 


1 to five ſhillings and ſixpence per gallon, 


the revenue would receive in addition 
about ſix hundred and ſixty thouſand 
pounds per annum. Now, this is not 
the baſeleſs fabric of a ſanguine imagi- 
nation, but is a conſequenee as inevi- 
table as it is important: 1 beg there- 
fore to detain the reader's attention par- 
ticularly to what I ſhall briefly offer on 
| this head, as it goes equally to deſtroy 


the ground of the popular apprehen- i F 


fions of 1 injury from this meaſure to the 


conſumption of our native manuſac- 


tures, malt, beer, cyder, ſpirits, and 


rum, as to the etabliſhment of the” 


| point of revenue. The conſumption 
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Mt drinkable ſpirits in Great Britain 
demands a certain given ” quantity, 
over and above what rum or Britiſh 
| ſpirits can ſupply ; and I aſſume, the 
quantum of che demand cannot be 
affected by the meaſure of lowering the 
duties in conſequence of the Treaty, 
becauſe, if the reduction of the duty 
goes down no farther than to deprive 
the ſmuggler of the greater part of his 


ſupply the conſumer upon nearly as 5 
good terms as the ſmugg gler, there is no 
£1 reaſon to ſuppoſe the conſumption will 
be lefs; neither 1 is there a ſhadow of 
- ground to apprehend. that it will be 


= greater, becauſe the conſumer not get- 


quite 


profits, and to enable the fair trader to 


ung his ſpirits of the legal importer 8 


(a8) 


quite ſo low a rate as he now does of 
the ſmugeler, there will ariſe no temp- 
tation to increaſe his conſumption by 
7 the cheapneſs of the article. If therefore 
| the quantities of foreign ſpirits conſumed, 


is not neceflarily affected by this mea- 


ſure, the principle of the Treaty in this 
reſpect workin g ſuch immenſe benefit 


+ the revenue, without danger of 1 . 


jury to the manufactures of the coun- 
try, 1S worthy the great and wits Miniſ- | 
: ter who adopted it. 

With regard to the other part of * 
queſtion, namely, the admitting, upon 
reaſonable duties, divers goods of French 
manufacture which are now prohibited; 
: ſhall content myſelf with — the 
Fa ane . 


. 


„ 

= ſtrongeſt inſtance our Author puts, as 

| involving in the ame predicament the 
leſſer articles The articleof kid-gloves 
He ſtates, that French kid-gloves are 

ſuperior in quality and lower in price 

| [- than ours; tha * we have ſcarcely any 

| 


raw "OOO 35 this manufacture; that 


l | tis ſmuggling of theſe gloves from 5 

3 France is prodigious; that they are with- 

| ___ outany ſcruple publicly fold eyery hour 
of the day in this country ; ; and that not- 
withſtanding all this, the laws are ſel- 
dom efficacious, form no ſafeguard, and 

5 conſtitute no ſhield for our manufac- 
tures Can the! ingenuity of man pro- 


| duce more unanſwerable, more con- 


S 


vineing arguments for the expediency | 


= 0 admitting this article to be fairly 


imported upon A reaſonable duty? 5 


C rio oor 
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The pamphlet next treats of the et, 

folts of the 'T: reaty upon our naviga- 
tion. I need not take 
time, to convince him chat a Treaty of 
Commerce, which opens a new channel 
for imports and exports, does by that 
means leſſen the employment for navi- 
= gation, 


1p my reader's. 


To enter upon a 1 of e 5 
probable operation of the Treaty upon 
Ireland, is certainly premature. I ſhall OY 
therefore paſs by that ſubject, taking OC- 
caſion only to expreſs my hope, that 
the day is not far diſtant when the ſame 
enlarged and enlightened ſpirit of policy 
which pervades the great meaſure before 
us, ſhall remove the clouds of prejudice | 


60 
and jealou ſy, that have ſo hides hid from 
the eyes of both nations, the true way 
to mutual greatneſs and prof perity. Ae. 


It is impoſſible, I think, for any one, 


whoſe benevolence towards mankind in 


general, whoſe love to his own c oun- 


try, and generous feelings towards an- 


other, are not entirely laid proſtrate 


by the relentleſs hand of party; to read, 8 
without horror and indign: ation, in the 


concluding part of his pamphlet what 2 


our Author! 18 not aſh amed to avow, as 
a great and leading principle of his op- 
poſition to the Treaty of Commerce 
with France. What! are we for ever 
to continue deluging the four quarters 
cf the globe with our blood ? Is there 


aq © 


n 


to ht no check, no period to the aceumu- | 
lation of diſtreſs and calamity to this 
exhauſted country? Reduced as both 


nations are by reiterated wars of jealouſy 


and animoſity, are we to cheruyh and 
perpetuate irreconcileable hatred te- 
towards each other? Let me afk the 

the Author of the pamphlet, why it 18 


I a duty incumbent on every ſenſible 


” Engliſhman to. perſecute the French _ 
nation in every quarter of the globe? 
Why malt he conſider cry eil to 


France as a benefit to Great Britain? 3 


| challenge him to eſtabliſh his poſition, | 
| that to perſecute and ſeck the deſtruc- 


tion of the other 1 is true wiſdom 1 in either 


country. There, is but one maxim of 


- ſound 


= 
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er, 
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42 1 common to boik, the per- 

petuating peace, by the conſtant exer- 
ciſe of reciprocal goodwill: The ford 
indeed may extend dominion, but it de- 
bpopulates and impoveriſhes, leaving its 


progreſs to be marked only by the groans 


0 of the oppreſſed and miſerable: An en- 
larged ſyſtem of univerſal commerce, is a 
fyſtem of univerſal peace, civilizing the 


barbarous, reconciling enemies, diffuſing 


the divine ſpirit of benevolence and good- 
Will, wherever i its liberal ſpirit pervades. 


Glorious, therefore is it for the Mi- 
niſters, and happy for the people of 


both countries, that they have had the 


wiſdom to diſcover the abſurd mean- 
neſs of that policy which encouraged 
national hatred, and the * | 


to 


GL 


to ttem hs torrent of popular preju- 5 
3 exchange, by one great mea- 
ſure, hoſtility for amity, and divide : 
with a friendly hand, the conveniencies | 
+,QE commerce: - Theſe are principles of 
policy great and ſublime, fitting wiſe, 
powerf al, and vir tuous nations to adopt; 
ſuch as will ſtand the ſhock of ages, 
and are far, very far beyond the reach ; 
of the open malevclence of party {p71 rit, 


or the inſidious arts of fophiltry, 
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